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Objective 

In December 2018, I started developing a Parts List for owners of Monaco and related coaches.  The 

objective was to produce a list of parts that was: 

 Intuitive to use and accessible to anyone with internet access.   

 Fully functional on all platforms (desktop, laptop, tablet, iPad and smartphones). 

 “Cloud Sourced”.  Would be easy for users to submit parts information to expand the list.  

Would also make it easy to report errors and obsolete information. 

 “Visual” to help identify parts quickly and easily.  Where possible, it would provide alternate 

part numbers and sources.  

 Open to everyone regardless of their affiliation with any specific social media group (forum, 

FB group or Yahoo Group). 

The driving force behind this project is the recognition that as time goes by on our coaches age, it 

becomes harder and harder to find parts.  Although posting on a group or forum site is an effective way to 

obtain parts information, this can take time.  With an online parts list, the user can find the required part 

quickly.  With most items having a picture or illustration, the correct part can be quickly found.  The picture 

can be shown to someone at a parts counter to help speed the process of finding the correct part or 

replacement. 

 

Platform 

To achieve the above objectives, I used a mySQL database located on a domain owned and supported 

by myself.  This ensures that no one group or forum needs to be involved.  It also ensures great security 

to protect private information.  Only myself or someone who is given permission by me can add, modify or 

delete stored information. 

 

http://www.visualsc.com/monaco_parts.php


To interface with the MySQL database, I am using a standard html website which utilizes ‘php’ and 

‘javascript’ routines to provide keyword search and access by category. 

 

Interaction with Bill D’s Monacoers Group on Yahoo Groups 

Based on the response I have observed when others have copied the Yahoo Groups parts list, I reached 

out with a courtesy email to let them know what I was doing, and that I WAS NOT using their parts list as 

a source for mine.  My objective was to avoid having them threaten people with copyright infringement if 

they referenced my parts list on other groups and forums. 

 

Following is a copy of my email of Jan 19, 2019.  Note that I emphasize that my parts list is in no way 

related to theirs.  I did mention that I intended to approach the IRV2 and Facebook groups to help me 

populate the list.  By this I meant that I would promote it in a normal post to let people know it was there 

and available for use.  At no way did I suggest that the list would reside on these sites or that any group 

would sponsor it nor have an interest in it. 

 

 
 

Unfortunately, instead of reading my note through and trying to understand what I was saying and what 

my intent was, the moderator from the Yahoo Group responded by accusing me of colluding with IRV2 

and Facebook to use the Yahoo Group’s list by reformatting it and claiming it as our own.  You can view 

their response here. 

 

They then threatened me 3 times with unspecified actions for copyright infringement.  I was very 

surprised by this venomous response as I had tried to make it clear that I had no intention of using their 

list. 

 

I therefore became concerned that if users mentioned my parts list in other forums or groups, that they 

would be hassled or attacked verbally by others who are also members of the Yahoo Group.  There is no 

place in social media for this kind of behavior. 

 



To forestall this, I replied to their note to clarify the issue and to inform them that I would not be 

intimidated by threats of being sued.  My hope was that they would understand what my intent was and 

not try to use threats to myself or others to prevent others from using my list.  You can see my response 

here. 

 

Again, the Yahoo Group moderator, continued his attempt to bully me and made no effort to engage with 

me to discuss the issue to clarify and build a relationship of mutual respect where each of us could 

continue to promote our respective parts lists.  You can see his response here. 

 

This final note was followed up by banning me from the Yahoo Group. 

 

Understanding Copyright Law 

Because the Bill D’s Monacoers Yahoo Group frequently threatens people with legal action for copyright 

infringement, I want to document exactly how copyright protection would apply to the Yahoo Groups Parts 

List and any attempt to make an accusation against the VisualSC List. 

 

Comparison between the Yahoo Group Parts List and the VisualSC Parts List. 

The following shows a portion of the Yahoo Groups List: 

 
 Published as a PDF document. 

 Uses static (non-selectable) categories. 

 Has only one search method using the standard PDF ‘Find Text’ function. 

 Uses a few pictures.  Focuses on links to specific vendors.  Many are obsolete or no longer point to the parts in question. 

 

 
Note:  It is interesting that the Yahoo Group uses other peoples copyrighted material with impunity while lashing 

out at others for supposedly infringing their copyright. 

 

  



Compare the preceeding illustration to the Parts List on VisualSC. 

 
 Uses dynamic categories that can be selected to view parts specific to that area. 

 Has a keyword search function 

 Most items have a picture to allow the user to find the correct part. 

 Is focused on providing information to help the user find the part by showing alternative part #s and providing pre-

configured google, ebay and amazon searches.  Some vendors are shown but often this is focused on the manufacturer.  

 

 

 
 

It is clear that no reasonable person would conclude that the 2 Parts Lists are related except in that they 

are focused on identifying parts for the same motorhomes.  Therefore, some similarity must exist, but it is 

not intentional. 

 

Why it is not possible to copyright a simple list 

of parts. 

Putting any thought of similarity between the 2 lists 

aside, it is worthwhile to consider if a claim of 

copyright could be made. 

 

Copyright is a form of protection provided by U.S. law 

to authors of “original works of authorship” from the 

time the works are created in a fixed form.  There are 



specific requirements for a document or “work” to meet for anyone to copyright it.  The US copyright office 

maintains an excellent website.  You can about copyright basics here. 

 

The document provides an overview of what copyrightable works are.  The key is that they are works that 

clearly exhibit creative content and not simply lists of items. 

 

The document also provides an overview of what works cannot be copyrighted.  For further information 

on this, the US copyright office provides another document which can be viewed here. 

 

What is key to the question of whether or not the Yahoo group can claim copyright protection is: 

 

 Their parts list is not an original 

work with creative content. 

 It is mainly made up of a simple list 

of parts (contents), procedures, 

methods, processes, concepts and 

principles and is therefore 

specifically excluded from copyright 

protection. 

A further impediment to any claim of copyright infringement is that the Yahoo Group is not a legal entity 

and therefore has no standing to bring a lawsuit.  The only people who could possibly initiate legal action 

is the individuals who have actually worked to build the list.  However, the fact that the list is not 

copyrightable would preclude them from doing that. 

 

This information about copyright law is only provided to counter any attempt by the Yahoo Group to 

interfere with normal posts on other forums or groups that may mention the VisualSC parts list.   

 

Even though the Yahoo Group has chosen to delete my access and therefore, I have no real reason to 

protect them, I will not steal their list to repackage or reformat it to claim as my own.  The parts list on 

VisualSC is a unique and separate project from their list. 

 

For further information, or to comment on this document, please send an email with your comments or 

concerns to monaco.parts@visualsc.com.  You may also use the parts submission page at 

http://www.visualsc.com/monaco_parts_submit.html 

 

As a final comment, the webpage that serves the VisualSC Parts List Database (Click Here) also carries a 

copyright notice.  This however only replies to the webpage itself and NOT the contents of the list which 

are free to be used by anyone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ01.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ33.pdf
mailto:monaco.parts@visualsc.com
http://www.visualsc.com/monaco_parts_submit.html
http://www.visualsc.com/monaco_parts.php


Appendix 

First response Jan 26, 2019 from Yahoo Groups moderator 

 

 

 

 
 

  



My response Jan 27, 2019 to the above reply from David Pratt. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



My response to the above reply from David Pratt cont’d……….. 

 

 

 
 

David Pratt’s final response Jan 28, 2019 to the above. 

 

 
 


