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A word on moving a Yahoo Group to a phpBB forum. Contrary to what has been written in various posts on the Bill D’s Monacoers 
group….. 

 It is not technically difficult to capture all posts/messages from when the group was formed in 2004 up until the present date 
and then upload them to the phpBB database. 

 The phpBB forum is a feature rich SQL based platform that has been in existence for many years.  It has demonstrated a 
high level of reliability and ease of use.  It is a collaborative effort by many skilled individuals and is offered free of charge by 
many hosting plans. 

 The responsibilities, duties and time commitment of the moderators are not much different between the phpBB forum and 
Yahoo Groups.  New members still have to be approved.  However, with the phpBB forum structure, there are a few more 
tools to ensure that new members are legitimate. 

 While it is true that there would be a learning curve if moving to a new system, it is not really significant.   

Security and Compatibility 

    

Restrict access to approved users 
only 

Y Y  

Secure login Y Y  

Moderated Y Y  

Cost 
$125 to 

$200 

Per year 
Free 

Only real advantage of Yahoo Groups. 

5000+ members should be able to come up with 
enough donations to cover cost if necessary 

From the Users Perspective………….. 

Compatible with Desktop, Laptop, 
Tablet, Smartphone 

Y Y  

TapaTalk Compatible Y ? 

TapaTalk is a mobile platform that is specifically 
designed for mobile users.  It is popular 
because many forums and groups are going to 
it and users can have all their groups in one 
application. 

The downside is that for the free version, the 
user will see some ads.   

https://www.tapatalk.com/ 

Member’s personal email address 
is hidden 

Y N 
In Yahoo groups, if you reply to sender from the 
digest, you see the other person’s email 
address. 

Private Messaging Y 
Y 

by email 

Members do not see other members personal 
email address at any time when using phpBB 
private message function. 

Customizable Signature Y N 
No more having to constantly remind people to 
add their name and coach description to their 
posts. 

Avatars Allowed Y N Small picture. 

Can bookmark individual posts Y N  

Can subscribe to individual 
categories 

Y Y Only one “category” in Yahoo Groups. 

https://www.tapatalk.com/
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Can subscribe to individual topics Y N  

Can choose when and how to 
receive notifications of new posts. 

Y Y  

“One Button” quote of text when 
replying to a post 

Y N 
With Yahoo Groups, you must copy and paste 
text into your post.  If replying by email, you end 
up carrying forward other people’s copy/pastes. 

Original poster can delete post Y Y  

Original poster can edit post Y N  

Can create polls Y Y  

Can attach documents & images 
as a topic 

Y Y 
Recommended for documents or images that 
will be relevant to other members over a long 
period of time. 

Can imbed document or image in 
post body. 

Y N 

Recommended for non-critical and limited life 
span images.  Typically documents or images 
that expand or illustrate a specific post.  Note: 
document or image always stays with the 
specific post. 

Can identify members as “Friends”. Y N 
Lets you easily follow your favorite members 
posts. 

Can identify member as a “Foe” Y N Minimizes posts from this person. 

    

From the Moderators and Site Owner’s perspective…..…….. 

Can lock topics to prevent further 
posts 

Y ?  

Can make a topic a sticky that 
shows at the top of the category 

page 
Y N  

Can make a topic an 
announcement that shows at the 

top of the category page. 
Y N  

Can make a topic a global 
announcement that shows at the 

top of all topic pages 
Y N  

Can back up data to alternate 
location 

Y N Regular backups are fast and easy.   

Multiple subject/interest categories 
if required 

Y N 
Split post subjects and topics into different 
categories for clarity. 

Dedicated email address for 
moderator(s) and webmaster 

Y N 
Allows moderator duties to be shared by several 
people.  Also allows new moderator to be added 
without having to notify everyone of change. 
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Control/confine posts to specific 
topics 

Y N 

In Yahoo Groups, it is easy to get unrelated 
posts assigned to a specific topic.  This 
happens all the time.  For example, post #1434 
about tires has over 950 posts associated with 
it.  Many do not have anything to do with tires. 

Another is post #310 which has over 140 posts, 
not all related to the Bio Diesel topic. 

Moderator approves new members Y Y  

Moderator can use “whois” function 
to identify where new member is 

and what domain they are on. 
Y ? 

A great aid in determining if new member is 
legit. 

Multiple options to set permissions 
for new members. 

Y N  

New members are placed in 
special group that limits the 
number of posts and other 

features.  Effectively a probation 
period. 

Y N  

Registration by a new member 
requires them to enter a 

confirmation code. 
Y N 

This eliminates robots and automatic 
subscription by spammers. 

Can have closed categories that 
limit access to specific users. 

Y N 

Can be used by moderators or group leaders to 
communicate and record issues without the 
general members being able to read. 

Also great for special interest groups that want 
to limit access to their own group members. 

Can ban users by both email 
address and/or by domain. 

Y N 

Allows blocking of specific domains such as 
ones from Russia and or China used by many 
spammers.  Once banned, you will never see 
another request from that source. 

Other Comments: 

1. Because Yahoo Groups is actually a mailing list based application, there are a lot of unusual 

characters introduced into the body of the post by the various different email clients that people 

use.  This takes up disk space.  These characters can appear in peoples posts. 

2. Using email to post on Yahoo Groups can result in multiple copies of quoted text which takes up 

space and makes posts difficult to read and/or follow 


